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The favourable position which the planet Saturn has recently 
occupied for observing the breadth of his rings has not failed to 
attract the attention of several observers. Mr. Main having sub¬ 
mitted to a searching discussion a series of observations of the 
rings, executed by himself in recent years with a double-image 
micrometer, has arrived at the conclusion that there exist no real 
grounds for the hypothesis of M. Otto Struve, that the bright rings 
are gradually approaching the body of the planet. Professor 
Kaiser, of Leyden, has deduced a similar result from a discussion of 
various ancient and modern observations of the rings. Professor 
Secchi’s observations would seem to indicate that the rings, besides 
having a rotatory motion around the planet, are also elliptical, a 
view of their constitution which the observations of Mr. De La Rue 
tend in some degree to support. 

The Astronomische Nachrichten still continues to be conducted 
under the able superintendence of Dr. Peters. The Council have 
on various occasions deemed it expedient to direct the attention of 
the Fellows of the Society to this invaluable journal, an acquaint¬ 
ance with the pages of which is indispensable to all who would 
desire to know the state of astronomical science in the present 
day. From the liberality with which its columns are thrown open 
to contributions in every language, it has acquired a character of 
cosmopolitanism which no other scientific journal can aspire to; 
but while this circumstance serves materially to enhance the value 
of the Astronomische Nachrichten as a medium of communication 
between astronomers throughout the whole civilised world, it must 
be admitted, on the other hand, that it constitutes a claim to the 
support of that journal, not merely von the part of professional 
astronomers—who are deeply interested in its maintenance and 
will always be glad to contribute towards that object — but also 
on the part of the amateur astronomer, who finds so much use¬ 
ful instruction in its pages, and of that large class of individuals 
who, without positively devoting any portion of their time to 
astronomical pursuits, enjoy delight in contemplating the grand 
truths of our Science, and are always willing to contribute towards 
its advancement by any means that may be pointed out to them 
as efficacious and practicable. 


Papers read before the Society from February 1855 
to February 1856. 

^55- 

Mar. 9. Observations of Comet II. 1853. Mr. Maclear. 
Appearance seen in the Moon. Mr. Hart. 

On the Orbit of 70 Ophiuchi. Mr. Fletcher. 

Account of Astronomical Operations in the Colony of 
Yictoria. Mr. Ellery. 

Note on Astronomical Refractions. Sir John Lubbock. 
Observations of Comet I. 1855. Dr. Donati. 

Description of an Observatory. Mr. Jeans, 
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On the Orbits of « Centaur i and a- Cor once Borealis. 
Capt. Jacob. 

On the Moon’s Parallax. Mr. Sang. 

April 13. Note on Astronomical Refractions. Sir John Lubbock. 

On Observing the Positions of Solar Spots. Mr. Carrington. 
On the Theory of Foucault’s Gyroscope Experiments. 
Rev. B. Powell. 

May 11. Prospectus de l’lnstrument dit Indicateur des Variations. 
M. De Klein sorgen. 

Discovery of a Planet. M. Chacornac. 

Do. do. M. Luther. 

On a Phenomenon seen in the Planet Venus. Rev. W. 
R. Dawes. 

Note on the Measured Distances of 70 Ophiuchi . Rev. 
W. R. Dawes. 

On the Galvanic Determination of the Longitude of 
Fredericton. Prof. Jack. 

Report on an Occultation of Venus . Mr. Ferguson. 
June 8. Suggestion respecting the Probability of Discovering 
Planets in the Vicinity of the Sun. Dr. Dick. 

On the Determination of Orbits of Double Stars. Capt. 
Jacob. 

On the Difference of Longitude between Cambridge, 
U. S., and Liverpool. Mr. Bond. 

Note on the Construction of Telescopes. M. Sturm. 

On the Physical Cause of the Rotation of the Planets. 
Mr. Nasmyth. 

On the Constants of Nutation and Aberration, &c. Rev. 
R. Main. 

Nov. 9. On the Difference of Longitude between Halifax and 
Cambridge, U.S. Commander Shortland. 
Observations of Comet II. 1855. Mr. Hartnup. 

Note on certain Anomalies in the Motion of 70 Ophiuchi. 
Capt. Jacob. 

Discovery of a New Comet. M. Luther. 

Observations of Atalanta and Fides. M. Riimker. 
Planetary Observations. M. Santini. 

Account of Recent Astronomical Operations in Russia. 
M. 0 . Struve. 

Positions of 20 Polar Stars as determined at Redhill. 
Mr. Carrington. 

Dec. 14. On Certain Cases of Personal Equation. The Astro¬ 
nomer Royal. 

Occultations observed at Highbury. Mr. Burr. 

Note on the Probable Occultation of Stars by Saturn. 

The Astronomer Royal. 

On the Zodiacal Light. Mr. Lowe. 

On the Dimensions of the Rings of Saturn . Rev. R. Main. 

T 8 56. 

Jan. 11. Description of an Out-of-doors Equatoreal and Stand. 
Rev. S. King. 


© Royal Astronomical Society • Provided by the NASA Astrophysics Data System 


Downloaded from http://mnras.oxfordjournals.org/ at Kainan University on April 22, 2015 




'SYHNW9S8I 


00 

o 


List of Public Institutions, fyc. 


Observation of Venus near Conjunction. Mr. Brodie. 
Measures of Saturn. Mr. De La Rue. 

Note on the Occultations of Antares during the year 
1856. The As tronomer Royal. 

Observations of the Planet Saturn. Mr. Lassell. 

Note on Solar Refraction. Prof. C. P. Smyth. 
Discovery of a new Variable Star. Mr. Hind. 


List of Public Institutions and of Persons who have contributed 
to the Society's Library, fyc. since the last Anniversary . 

Her Majesty’s Government. 

Royal Society of London. 

Royal Society of Edinburgh. 

Royal Geographical Society. 

Royal Asiatic Society. 

Royal Institution. 

Royal Irish Academy. 

Geological Society. 

Linnean Society. 

The Photographic Society. 

Ethnological Society. 

The Philosophical Society, Liverpool. 

The Philosophical Society, Manchester. 

Historic Society of Lancashire. 

British Association. 

United Association of Schoolmasters. 

Institute of Actuaries. 

Corporation of Glasgow. 

Hon. East India Company. 

The Registrar-General. 

The Superintendent of the Nautical Almanac. 

The RadclifFe Trustees. 

The Art-Union of London. 

L’Academie Imperiale des Sciences de l’Institut de 
France. 

L’Academie des Sciences de Dijon. 

Le Bureau des Longitudes. 

Le Depot General de la Marine. 

The Imperial Academy of Vienna. 

The Imperial Observatory of Vienna. 

Royal Academy of Munich. 

The Royal Observatory of Munich. 

Royal Academy of Berlin. 

Royal Academy of Brussels. 

Museo di Fisica, Florence. 

The American Philosophical Society. 

The Smithsonian Institution. 

The Franklin Institute. 

The Observatory at Harvard College. 
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